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BCLS Moot Court Teams on a Roll 
International Defends Jessup Cup 
ByR.T. 
What do the Boston Celtics, 
BCLS and the Mets have in com-
mon? No, that famous scribe Elgin 
did not coach/dean all three groups. 
But, yes, all three are World 
Champs! 
Yes, BCLS is a World Champion 
and a truer World Champion than 
either the Celtics or the Mets, be-
cause BCLS beat the best Ameri-
ca had to offer and then defeated 
the best the rest of the world, too. 
BCLS became a World Champ 
when the BCLS International 
Moot Court Team topped perenni-
al favorite Singapore to capture the 
Jessup International Moot Court 
' Competition Cup. BCLS became 
the world's best from a lot of hard 
work, practice, and talent, accord-
ing to coach Peter Donovan. Don-
ovan also credited the school's 
Grimes Competition as providing 
a good training ground fo~ th~ 
students. 
in the competition are Doherty and 
N accarella. Doherty said that he 
has gained immeasurable respect 
for last year's squad as he has 
worked with the voluminous 
amount of international law. 
"There's no stare decisis in inter-
- national law, and so you jump in 
and swim around and see what you 
find," said Doherty. 
N accarella commented that the 
team expected to receive a problem 
involving international terrorism, 
but that he likes the environmen-
tal issues raised in the hypotheti-
cal situation. Indeed, international 
environmental issues have come to 
the forefront this year with Cher-
nobyl and the pollution of the 
Rhine river. The starting point fpr 
the team's research has been the 
Trail-Smelter case of 1941, which 
involved a dispute between the 
U.S. and Canada and which is the 
Brown v. Board of Education of in-
ternational pollution. 
They've got that team ::.pirit. Ted Naccarella, Michael Doherty, 
Mary Cain and David AvRutick. Photo by Lori Rivera 
Repre::.en ting the defending 
World Champs this year are David 
AvRutick, Mary Cain, Michael Do-
herty, and Ted Naccarella. Kevin 
Cain is an alternate for the team. 
The problem in this year's com-
petition involves a resolution of 
how a country's internal actions 
should be regulated when the coun-
try's acts affect a second country 
(transfrontier water pollution for 
you international law buffs). The 
fantasy country of Harmonia built 
a dam on the main river flowing 
from Harmonia to Mercadia. The 
dam reduced Mercadia's water sup-
ply, forcing the country to move an 
ancient farming community. In the 
farming community's new Merca-
dia location, normal farming chem-
icals have seeped into the under-
ground water supply and are pol-
luting a resort lake in Harmonia. 
The BCLS team has to write a 
brief defending the actions of both 
countries. Representing Harmonia 
Another Key in the problem, ac-
cording to N accarella, is the doc-
trine of 'Sic utere tuo ut alienum 
non laedas, ' which for you non-
Latin scholars means 'So use your 
own as not to injure another's 
property.' N accarella thinks his 
side will be able to turn that to 
their advantage. 
Representing Mercadia are 
AvRutick and M. Cain. Cain ex-
plained that when the team argues 
the case, the argument will be con-
ducted as if it is being done before 
the International Court of Justice 
in the Hague. The atmosphere of 
the Court, according to Cain, is 
very somber, and the team will 
wear dark clothes to match that at-
mosphere. Cain also commented on 
the morass of international law, 
which has no West's Lexis or 
Shepherds to provide some logic to 
the many different decisions and 
la,ws. 
continued on page 3 
National Dominates Regionals · 
The BCLS National Moot Court 
team dominated all the other law 
schools as the squad went unbeat-
en at the Northeast Regional com-
petition last semester. As this 
issue went to press, BCLS was 
locked in a fierce battle in the N a-
tiona! Tournament in New York. 
The National team of Corrine 
Smith, Joanne Locke, and Brian 
O'Connell swept all the honors at 
the Regionals. Smith was named 
the best oralist at the competition 
and Locke, who has to argue both 
sides of the problem for BCLS, was 
named the second best oralist. The 
team as a whole wrote the best 
brief at the competition and defeat-
ed arch-rival Suffolk in the finals. 
Suffolk beat BCLS last year in the 
finals. 
O'Connell stated that the key to 
BCLS's success was the team's 
grueling practice schedule before 
the competition. "The other 
schools were having problem which 
we had been able to work out dur-
ing our practice 'benches,' '' said 
O'Connell. "Overall, everyone at 
the competition was really friend-
ly, which created a positive at-
mosphere." 
O'Connell commented that with 
top-flight Federal and State judges 
grilling the team in later rounds, 
the questioning got pretty excit-
ing. He added that the team would 
like to thank everyone from school 
who came down to the competition 
and gave the team their support. 
Now the squad is looking for-
ward to spending some time with 
Professor Donovan in New York. 
Go get 'em! 
MacDaniel Resigns Position 
By Arthur Jackson 
The law school lost another na-
tionally prominent professor when 
tax expert Paul MacDaniel 
resigned recently to return to pri-
vate practice. MacDaniel, who was 
on leave this year at NYU, will 
return to Hill and Barlow in 
Boston, a firm he had been as-
sociated with while teaching at BC. 
Dean Daniel Coquillette stated 
that MacDaniel was a terrific 
teacher, scholar and faculty leader 
and that he would be sorely missed 
by the law school. 
MacDaniel, who taught 17 years 
at the law school, teamed with 
professor Hugh Ault to provide BC 
with a tax program that was un-
matched at any other law school. 
The pair formed BC's "Dynamic 
Duo" while collaborating on texts 
and articles. MacDaniel and Ault 
wrote the Foundation Press text on 
Federal Income Taxation of the In-
dividual in 1972 and recently ad-
ded a 1986 updated version. The 
text is used for many Tax I 
courses. They also wrote a cor-
porate taxation text and an inter- . 
national tax text. 
Professor Ault said that he was 
very sorry to see MacDanielleave 
because MacDaniel had made enor-
mous contributions to the school in 
both the academic and administra-
tive areas. Ault said he could un-
derstand MacDaniel's interest in 
returning to practice, but added 
that he thought MacDaniel might 
continue to teach a course here at 
the law school. 
continued on page 5 
They 've got the trophy. Mock l'rial Winners Jon Xoelke and 
Graham Teal. Scott Jordan and Jim Oliver were the other finalists. 
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LSA Niblets 
A Few Minutes With Your President 
By Rich Stacey 
Well, here it is, the second 
semester of my administration, 
and after thirteen promises to the 
editor of this paper, I have finally 
sat down to share some of my vast 
knowledge of the state of the 
school with those of you who also 
spend some time here. I used to try 
and depend on my loyal vice-
president and his renowned ability 
to communicate via his razor-sharp 
mind, but after his most recent at-
tempts to impeach me (his last ef-
fort consisted of telling everyone I 
had malaria and was on my 
deathbed), I have taken MAC 
mouse in hand myself. 
I am so confident in my own ta-
lents at the keyboard that instead 
of writing something coherent and 
worthwhile, I have decided to copy 
the style of that essayist we all 
know and love, Mike Barnicle. In 
a fashion similar to his, I will just 
ramble on about whatever topic 
comes to mind. 
Dicta 
BAR REVIEW. First things 
first. By now, I'm sure, some of 
this has been explained to most of 
you, but if you don't know, it's like 
this: Bar Review has been around 
for years and years, and will hope-
fully stay around in one form or 
Rich Stacey and the presiden-
tial smile. Photo by Lori Rivera 
another for a few more. Presently, 
the whole concept is in a state of 
flux. , 
LSA officers are potentially per-
sonally liable for incidents occur-
ring as a result of Bar Reviews that 
are too much fun. I moved to make 
it legal late last year, with support 
from several people called ' 'Dean.'' 
As a result, we worked out a deal 
to use Alumni Bar, in order to en-
sure that the whole process would 
come within the University's insur-
ance · umbrella. By doing so, the 
costs to the students increased sig-
nificantly. 
Still, it seemed to be working, 
and the LSA and the Dean's office 
absorbed the costs for the stu-
dents. At that point, of course, the 
University lost its liquor license 
and we lost the services of Alumni 
Bar. 
As a temporary move, we start-
ed providing the drinks and the 
chips for free, again with help from 
the Dean's offic~. · Due to the 
prospect of being cited for selling 
liquor without a license, we decid-
ed against selling drinks at the 
functions. 
The situation now is this: we 
must find a way for patrons of Bar 
Review to pay for what they con-
sume. The LSA cannot afford to 
pay for this all year. The Dean 
doesn't want to. 
The Dean is willing to contribute, 
however. He will match with his 
own funds whatever we raise-from 
the students to fund Bar Review 
for the rest of this year. Even with 
such limited resources, brainstorm· 
ing on the part of the members of 
the LSA executive board and Bar 
Review advocate Tom Kerner has 
produced some results of value. 
We are in the process of forming 
a Bar Review Committee, which 
will be in charge of raising the 
necessary funds and administering 
the festivities every Friday. One 
important element of our new plan 
continuea on page 6 
Which Comes First-Spring Break or Grades? 3,210 Pages Later 
By Stephen Kelly 
As I stepped through the white 
columns of Stuart Hall last week, 
I was greeted by a gentle 
reminder of what I had left be-
hind. "Have you seen your 
grades yet?" a friend asked. "No. 
No I haven't," I said. "And I 
don't really care if I ever do." Lit-
tle did I know the omen of my 
words. 
As of this writing, more than 
a month has passed since I took 
my exams. And according to up-
perclass sources, I could wait 
another month or more before 
seeing the full results. But I can't 
say I wasn't warned. 
The first sign of delay came 
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long ago. My exam proctor was 
kind enough to answer a question 
before our first exam. 
"So when will we get our 
grades back?" someone blurted 
from the back row. 
"Mid-March," he said. 
We all laughed, but he wasn't 
joking. 
At first, I was outraged. I'm 
spending $9,000 a year, and the 
least I could expect would be to 
see my exams back before the 
pages start to yellow. What good 
is learning that I failed my Con-
tracts composite in March, while 
I've spent all my time relearning 
Property that I boached? And 
how can I tell my grandparents 
Elgin's Loft 
I'm doing fine when the Dali 
Lama has a better idea of my 
year's progress than I do? But 
then I began to reason it 
through, using that legal training 
I paid for last fall. 
Maybe it's just tradition to 
delilver bad news around the 
Ides of March? Or perhaps they 
like to give us something to look 
forward to during these winter 
doldrums? After all, this is a law 
school. There must be some ra-
tional explanation. 
Casting back over my life-long 
experience with higher education 
(yes, both Mama and Papa Kelly 
were college professors), I 
remember watching my parents 
toil over bluebooks as Christmas 
lights burned late into the even-
ing. And I remember the care 
and compassion they used in 
scoring students' bluebooks in a 
symphony of red ink. Suddenly, 
I had an epiphony. 
First, this is higher education 
they're wrestling with. I remem-
ber when my first grade teacher 
used to hand me my report card 
at the end of every school quart-
er. Then I recall my first time in 
high school when grades were 
mailed home to ensure our par-
ents would see them. Finally 
came college, and the mandatory 
delay of two to four weeks before 
continued on page 6 
Elgin's Official 1986-87 Course Selection Guide 
By Elgin _ 
Welcome back, kids, for another 
fun-filled semester here at BC Law 
(not to be confused with "L.A. 
Law," Cardinal Law or cole slaw). 
Elgin had a great "inter-session" 
(the chic new word for what was 
formerly known as Christmas 
break) and he hopes you did too. 
I'm sure everybody was pleased 
with the inter~session presents 
they received; I know my personal 
net profit was up 9% from last 
year. Some of this was due to the 
fact that I was able to hold down 
costs of gifts I gave to a mere 2% 
above Christmas 1985. 'Tis the sea-
son to increase revenues. 
Before I launch into this week's 
topic, I'd just like it to be publicly 
known that I've made a New 
Year's resolution to refrain from 
engaging in "first-year bashing." 
This should hold up for all of this 
column and probably into the next. 
I'll do my best. r 
So what do you folks think about 
the new Spring '87 course offer-
ings? I've seen a lot of bewildered 
people wandering the halls trying 
to figure out what to take. For 
their benefit I've prepared "Elgin's 
First Annual Course Description 
Guide From a Student's View-
point." Copies will be available in 
the bookstore next week for $39 
(one dollar less than the equally-
entertaining family law text) for 
the full book, and $25 for the first-
year edition (certain pages already 
pre-sliced by our own razor-blade 
· editors for your convenience). Oh 
no, there I go again. 
Anyway, here is a brief sample 
from this valuable guide: 
Accounting for Lawyers: This 
course is the BCLS's counterpart 
to most business schools' "Law for 
Accountants." If you want to see 
which students had their CPA be-
fore coming to law school, just stop 
in AFL any day. This is probably 
the biggest gut you've seen since 
old St. Nick slid down your chim-
ney last month. 
Bankruptcy: This class is being 
taught on a practical level by ex-
perts in the field. It meets MWF in 
the financial aid office and lectures 
will be given by staff members who 
will help you figure out how large 
your loan repayment will be next 
, year. 
Commercial Law: I couldn't get 
the lowdown on this course because 
. I only consulted 3rd-year UCC 
Digest editors and none of them 
have taken it yet . 
Education and the Constitution: 
As a general rule, any class with 
the conjunction "and" in it is a gut, 
e.g. "Law and Literature," "Law 
and Medicine," etc. "Education 
and the Constitution" seems 
almost as ciosely related as "Bota· 
ny and Pro Wrestling." No offense, 
Hulk Hogan . 
Entertainment Law: This is an 
oxymoron-law isn't entertaining. 
Even exciting chase scenes like the 
famous Pierson v. Post Romp fail 
to rise to the level of entertainment 
one could get from television. 
First Amendment: In and of it-
self, a boring course, but remem-
ber, folks, it's a prerequisite for 
those who later wish to take "2nd 
Amendment,'' ''3rd Amendment,'' 
"4th Amendment," etc. 
Foundations of Western Law II: 
Closer observers will note that 
there was no "Foundations of 
Western Law 1." Formerly known 
as "Perspectives," this course's ti-
tle was changed in an effort to lure 
people into an apparent gut-
which it isn't. Philosophical under-
pmnings are dissected and dis-
cussed in this course in a rigorous 
and intellectually exhausting man-
ner. Perhaps a more attractive fa-
cade to seduce gut-seekers 
would've been "Foundations and 
and the Western Law." While this 
title makes no sense, it does include 
the all-important . conjunction 
"and." By the way, when I use the 
word "conjunction," are you read-
ers tempted to sing to yourselves, 
"Conjunction junction, what's 
your function?" Ah, Grammar 
Rick, one of ABC television's great 
contributions to education in 
America. There might be a paper 
topic for "Education and the Con-
stitution" somewhere in there. 
High Tech Law: People without 
calculator holsters on their belts 
need not apply. 
Labor Law, Selected Topics: The 
· title just about says it all, huh? It's 
like a menu that proclaims: Dinner-
continued on page 4 
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'fhe Admissibility of Evidence Against the Silent Majority 
In Re 
FOXHOLING 
New England Court 
of Appeals 
Argued, December 17, 1986 
Decided, January 12, 1987 
Mr. Justice LEARNED LEE 
(upon return from adminstrative 
leave) delivered the opinion of the 
Court in which Justice KANG, Mr. 
Justice HOLLAMON, Justice 
TRACEY, and Justice HUGH~S 
joined. 
The circumstances which gave 
rise to this action occurred in the 
autumn of 1986, at that hallowed 
institution of legal scholarship, 
. Bostoniense Collegium. To set the 
scene, a little background informa-
tion is in order. 
Students at the legal institution 
in Newton, like those of other such 
institutions, are required to attend 
classes on a regular basis. It is wi-
thin the four walls of the law school 
classroom where great minds and 
ideas are formed. It is here where 
the pupil engages in daily exercises 
of mental gymnastics and cerebral 
thrust and parry. But such de-
velopment is meaningful only when 
supplemented with oral recitation 
and verbal defense. Thus, the set-
ting gave rise to the Socratic 
method. 
We are informed, however, that 
behind the sacred doors of Stuart 
Hall, the method employed is the 
Socratic method modified. Here, 
then, are the fools who believe le-
gal education can be both challeng-
ing and humane. Various members 
of the faculty employ different 
methods to reach this magnani-
mous end. Thus, when leading a 
class discussion, one professor may 
choose to not "call on" students at 
all. Another may allow the chosen 
. student to "pass." A third may an-
nounce at the outset-of the course 
the particular order in which the 
students may be called, giving all 
proper notice. These, the fools tell 
us, are the Newton institution's at-
tempts to steer its legal curriculum 
away from the "Kingsfieldonian 
Era." 
But all is not well, not even in 
paradise. It has come to the atten-
tion of the tribunal below that in 
various class sessions, professors 
have not always responded in kind. 
That is to say, Professor Roe in-
spects his class list, asks if Student 
Doe is present, and Student Doe, 
who is, does not answer. Professor 
Roe must then go elsewhere. 
Plaintiffs, members of Students 
for a Moral World, brought suit 
against the "Silent Minority." In 
the days prior to trial, the plaintiffs 
gave notice to the court and the op-
posing party, their intention to 
offer into evidence that in the var-
ious situations when the members 
·of the Silent Minority were called 
on, they remained silent. The defen-
dants vigorously objected to ad-
missibility of such evidence. Owing 
to the crucial nature of the 
challenged evidence, this Court ac-
cepted the case on special interlocu-
tory appeal. 
We therefore are called on to ad-
dress a case involving that problem 
child of the upperclass curricula, 
the practice known as "foxholing." 
But we have only a single question 
for resolution: the admissibility of 
one item of evidence. 
Plaintiffs contend relevancy, in 
that the purported evidence has a 
great tendency to make the exis-
tence of a fact that is of conse-
quence to the determination of the 
action. Fed. R. Evid. 401. Defen-
dants concede logical relevance, 
but argue that admission of such 
evidence would result in unfair 
prejudice that substantially out-
weighs its probative value. 
On this issue, we sipe with the 
plaintiffs. Federal Rule of Evidence 
403 allows the trial court to ex-
clude from jury consideration, rele-
vant evidence if its probative value 
is substantially _outweighed by 
dangers of unfair prejudice. Unfair 
prejudice in this context means an 
undue tendency to suggest a deci-
sion on an improper basis, com-
monly, though not necessarily, an 
emotional one. Fed. R . Evid. 403 
advisory committee's notes. ' Nor 
does the phrase suggest that evi-
dence results in unfair prejudice if 
it will have an adverse effect on a 
party's case. Virtually all admitted 
evidence is adverse to the opponent 
party, but as here, it is not neces-
sarily unfairly prejudicial. Further-
more, excluding such evidence on 
this ground would prevent the 
plaintiffs from proving the central 
issue in its case in chief, and would 
effectively bar them from bringing 
suit. We cannot make that ruling. 
Defendants, however, claim that 
even if the evidence is legally rele-
vant, it constitutes hearsay state-
ments, and is therefore inadmissi-
ble. They contend that their si-
lence, as non-verbal conduct, 
amounts to out-of-court state-
ments made by the declarant-
defendants intended as some asser-
tion which goes to prove the truth 
of the matter. At voir dire, defen-
dants offered to show that silence 
in the context of a law school class-
rqom under the given facts could 
be construed to mean one of the fol-
lowing assertions: 
i) I'm not here. 
ii) I 'm not prepared. 
iii) I don't want to be called on. 
iv) I'm not prepared and I don't 
want to be called on. 
v) I'm pretending not to hear 
you. 
We accept i), iii), and iv) as pos-
sible assertions by the declarant-
defendants. Assuming, arguendo, 
that these statements meet hear-
say definitional requirements, they 
must be excluded as evidence, pur-
suant to Federal Rule of Evidence 
802, unless an exception is 
f{ow CAIJ yov. ~e S"-rLto YII.J(, 
)tl.R.EIU)y, CIIRI~? ~ /(NO'-' 
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B lA I GE£ 'Z- -- J:."f' S 1111 Y 
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71fe SlfrH/ OF I(OU. /fAll> 
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provided. 
We feel Federal Rule of Evidence 
801(d)(2)(A) provides a means of 
ruling on this issue dispositively. 
This provision holds that a state-
ment by a party-opponent made in 
his individual capacity that is 
offered against him is not a hear-
say statement. 
Feating the Court's failure to 
properly apply this Rule, the plain-
tiffs motioned for admissibility un-
der another exception. Th~y point 
to Federal Rule of Evidence 
804(b)(2), "Statement under belief 
of impending death." The plaintiffs 
would have us contemplate: "(b)(2) 
or not (b)(2), that is the question." 
The proponents argue that the 
post-"call on" silence could be con-
strued as a statement made not im-
pending death, but in anticipation 
of death, or perhaps in anticipation 
of severe emoitional harm. It is ar-
gued that while the silence-state-
ment is not the classic "dying 
declaration" under common law, 
the circumstances are so similar 
that reliability and trustworthiness 
of such declarations are not ques-
tioned. 
Since we find Federal Rule of 
Evidence 801(d)(2)(A) controlling, 
we need not determine the latter 
issue. 
Therefore, the defendants' state-
ment of silence as a response to the 
professors' addressing them are: i) 
legally relevant . evidence; ii) not 
hearsay; and iii) admissible. 
The interlocutory appeal is an-
swered with instructions to the 
court below. 
Mr. Justice KWISON (replacing 
the recently resigned Mr. Justice 
WERHENBERG) filed a separate 
concurring opinion, in which the 
CHIEF JUSTICE, Mr. Justice 
MUNGEAUX, and Justice 
ROSEY joined. 
I am not able to join the above 
opinion. Apparently, my learned 
Brother fails to recognize the sheer 
gravity of the situation. "Foxhol-
ing," as the opinion of the Court 
chooses to describe it, is a subject -
of pressing concern to the current 
student bar. It does not call for dis-
cussion of such jocular dimension 
by a court at the circuit level, es-
pecially one with a full docl.:o t . 
The majority of the Court con-
cedes, as it must, that our review 
of the case before us is one of limit-
ed scope; i.e., the question of ad- · 
missibility as to one item of 
evidence. We are not asked to de-
termine, for instance, the social 
desirability or moral propriety of 
the practice of "foxholing." Nor are 
we pressed to consider the rele-
vance of a student's occasionally 
exercised option of not attending. 
class when certain circumstances 
arise. We need not comment on the 
commonly understood proposition 
that one who chooses to enter the 
legal profession must take the bit-
ter with the sweet. Cf Arnett v. 
Kennedy, 416 U.S. 134, 153-54 
(19721). But the aforementioned are 
factors inextricably intertwined 
with the case at bar. · 
I cannot agree, then, with what 
appears from the record as defen-
dants' contention that the facts 
present no case or controversy. It 
certainly is both. Defendants' brief 
seems to suggest that the practice 
of "foxholing" is a private matter 
that involves only the individual 
student and the individual profes-
sor, and can be distinguished from 
other classroom scenarios in which . 
other students may have an in-
terest. This is a distinction with a 
vengeance. A student who willful-
ly refuses to answer his name 
places his classmates in an uncom-
promising position. They recognize 
the situation but are bound by a 
code of silence. 
There is also a question of fun-
damental fairness here. (Those in 
the position of the litigants are not 
so far removed from their layper-
son days to feign ignorance of this 
principle.) There are many who at-
tend class sessions religiously, do-
ing all that is humanly possible to 
meet their responsibilities square-
ly. Even in the worst of times, 
when these students are called on, 
they respond, and face the music, 
good or bad. 
I fear this issue will see an ugly 
resolution. There will be an in-
stance in the years ahead where a 
professor asks for Student Doe. 
Student Doe, for whatever reason, 
will refuse to acknowledge his 
presence. A frustrated classmate, 
fed up with such antics, will re-
move his finger from the dike and 
point it elsewhere. And things will 
never be the same again. 
And what of the professor who 
by chance recognizes the presence 
of the very student who earlier in 
the session refused to answer his 
call? 
Hell hath no fury like a teacher 
crossed . 
Jessup Cup 
continued from page 1 
AvRutick added that mos~ argu-
ing will be done by analogy and 
that since few sources on trans-
frontier water pollution exist, any-
thing that relates to international 
law is open for use. A v Rutick also 
explained some of the differences in 
arguing before an international 
court are that the Judges must be 
addressed as 'Your Excellency,' the 
brief the team writes is called 'a 
Memorial,' the...record of the facts 
is 'the Compromis,' and the law-
yers are called 'Agents.' He added 
that he had done more work on 
writing his team's brief than he did 
all last semester. 
BCLS has frequently done well 
in the regionals, which include Har-
vard, Yale, Cornell, and the 
school's toughest competitor, 
UConn. The team will argue four 
times against the other teams in its 
bracket arid then the teams with 
the highest score from . the two. 
brackets will face each -other in the 
Regional final. Only one team ad-
vances to the Nationals, which will 
be held in Boston this year. 
The Regional final was added, ac-
cording to Donovan, after BCLS 
went unbeaten in its bracket four 
years in a row, but did not advance 
to the National tournament be-
cause a team in the other bracket 
received more judges' points since 
they had an easier bracket, said 
Donovan . . 
The regionals will be held in 
Syracuse in February, which all of 
the team members said was their 
favorite city to visit in February. 
Will the Jessup Cup remain at 
BCLS? Four students are doing 
their best to see that it does! 
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Viewpoint: How Many People Do You 
. . Think the Slew Flunked? 
Jon Averback: 
He marks on a curve, so I would 
say about 42 out of 250. 
Tom Rock: 
At · most, three percent, which 
would be about 7.32 students . . 
(~' 
Toby Dilworth: 
Do we win a prize if we guess the 
right number? This paper should 
file a Freedom of Information re-
quest to find out. But, I'm still in 
his class, so I'll say zero. 
Peter Cary: 
750. The entire law school. 
Roger Read: 
Based on a weighted rumor aver-
age, I would say about five. 
Joe Aceto: 
How many people are in the 
class? 
Practice of Law as Corporate Counsel 
Schwartz Raises Awareness of In-House Legal Departments 
By Deidre Cunnane 
Ever wonder what practicing law 
in the real world is like? Or better 
yet, what kind of opportunities ex-
ist out there for the law students 
of the '80's? 
Hard as it may be to imagine, 
there is a lot out there that isn't co-
vered by "L.A. Law." Fortunate-
ly, BCLS is in the process of 
uncovering the growing and large-
ly une.x:plored area of corporate le-
gal departments through the 
teachings of visiting professor Ed-
ward Schwartz. 
Mr. Schwartz is presently vice-
president and head of the legal 
counsel at Digital Equipment Cor-
poration (DEC). He is a BCLS 
graduate and started the legal 
department at DEC twenty years 
ago that now employs 130 in-house 
lawyers world-wide. His class, 
"Practices of Law as Corporate 
Counsel," is a process-type course 
that explores what it is to practice 
law in a corporation. 
Schwartz decided to teach this 
course because of his belief that 
there is a high level of ignorance 
among law students about the op-
portunities in corporate legal 
departments. He feels that stu-
dents need to be aware of these op-
portunities in order to make 
informed judgments concerning · 
their careers. The importance of 
this · awareness is accentuated by 
the fact that the need for in-house 
lawyers is growing and corpora-
tions are now looking to hire stu-
dents right out of law school. 
· Mr. Schwartz described the legal 
department at DEC as simply an 
"inside law-fiim" · that handles 
everything from commercial and 
labor-related cases to murder and 
suicide. This type of department is 
becoming popular with many cor-
porations. One reason for the in-
creasing popularityis that the cost 
of in-house legal counsel is gener-
ally one-half to two-thirds of the 
cost of using outside law firms. 
In-house legal departments are 
also more likely to be familiar with 
the intricacies of the particular cor-
poration. The legal counsel tries to 
prevent, as well as handle, the le-
gal problems of the corporation 
while also acting as the corporate 
conscience of the company. The 
department not only gives advice 
on what's legal but also on what's 
"right," guiding the corporation to 
proper moral decisions. 
Being a law student of the 80's, 
you're probably thinking "that's 
all well and good for the corpora-
tion but what's in it for me?" 
What's in it for you is an alterna-
tive to law firms that require 
80-hour work weeks and the demise 
of your social life. As Mr. Schwartz 
explained, there is a "better quali-
ty of life" for the lawyer in a legal 
department because they are able 
to keep regular business hours. 
This makes it a particularly attrac-
tive opportunity for law students 
who want to spend more time with 
their families or to pursue other 
outside interests. 
Some of the other benefits are 
that you're not required to build up 
a client base or generate fees. Cor-
porations provide more stability in 
this respect because profits are not 
based . on the influx of clients 
although, there exists the risk that 
the legal department· may be cut 
· back due to corporate-wide losses. 
There are also certain economic 
drawbacks to consider (I think you 
know what I mean- $). However, 
many of the large corporations 
compensate their employees with 
both salaries and stock. If you're 
fortunate enough to work for a 
company like DEC, the value. of the 
stock could possibly outweigh your 
salary. 
Still, there are some of you out 
there shaking your heads skeptical-
ly, remembering some lawyer 
somewhere once told you that legal 
departments didn't hire right out 
of law . school and furthermore, 
there is limited mobility even from 
private law firms. Well, misguided 
members of the "me" generation, 
times have changed. According to 
Schwartz, corporations, including 
DEC, are now turning to law 
schools and private firms to hire 
lawyers for their expanding legal 
departments and this trend is ex-
pected to continue. The question is, 
are the law students of the 80's pre-
pared or even aware of these oppor-
tunities? Professor Schwartz hopes 
to answer this question by provid-
ing more education on this career 
opportunity so that students can 
understand their alternatives and 
make the best judgment possible-
an informed one. 
The Only Official Elgin Guide 
continued from page 2 
Various meats. You really feel like 
you know what you're getting into. 
Federal Wealth Transfer Tax: 
There's only a one-sentence final in 
this course-explain what the class 
title means. 
Advanced Property Law: Stu-
dents who take this class will find 
out whether Pierson or Post got to 
keep the fox pelt on appeal. 
Securities Regulations: Great 
course for those interested in ap-
plying law school knowledge to 
their e;veryday life. Why, just the 
other day my uncle called request-
ing advice on an interstate up-
stream offering he was thinking of 
taking advantage of to surprise my 
aunt. 
Well, folks, that's it for this 
week. Before I close, however, I'd 
like to say just one thing. I've no-
ticed a lot of finger pointing lately 
at people suspected of being Elgin. 
it smacks of McCarthyism (no, not 
you, Cathy) and I don 't like it. Just 
to set the record straight, I'd ap-
preciate it if people would stop ac-
cusing Walter McDonough of 
being Elgin. Thanks. See you next 
hi-week. 
•  
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F i n a n c i a l  A i d  C o m m i t t e e  A t  W o r k  
B y  M a r k  Longi~tti 
D u r i n g  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
a i d  c o n t r o v e r s y  l a s t  s e m e s t e r ,  t h e  
L a w  S t u d e n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  v o t e d  
u n a n i m o u s l y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  a d  h o c  
F i n a n c i a l  A i d  C o m m i t t e e .  S h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r ,  m e m b e r s  f o r  t h e  c o m -
m i t t e e  w e r e  s o l i c i t e d  f r o m  t h e  l a w  
s t u d e n t  b o d y .  I n  O c t o b e r ,  t h e  f u l l  
_c o m m i t t e e  w a s  f o r m e d ,  c o n s i s t i n g  
o f  s e v e n  m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
e a c h  o f  t h e  l a w  s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  a n d  
b r i n g i n g  v a r i o u s  s k i l l s  a n d  c o n -
c e r n s .  T h e  F i n a n c i a l  A i d  C o m m i t -
t e e  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
s t u d e n t s :  C o l w e l l  W h i t n e y ,  3 L ;  
S h a w n  S u l l i v a n ,  2 L ;  S u e  O l d e n -
b u r g ,  2 L ;  M a r k  L o n g i e t t i ,  2 L ;  M i k e  
R a f f a n t i ,  1 L ;  a n d  K e v i n  O ; C o n n o r ,  
1 L .  
A l t h o u g h  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  b e h i n d  
t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  A i d  
C o m m i t t e e  w a s  t h e  p r e s s i n g  
p r o b l e m s  s t u d e n t s  f a c e d  t h i s  y e a r ,  
t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i s  t o  
w o r k  t o w a r d  s o l u t i o n s  t o  p r o b l e m s  
s t u d e n t s  h a v e  f a c e d  i n  p a s t  y e a r s  
a s  w e l l .  T h e  o v e r r i d i n g  g o a l  o f  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i s  t o  
a c h i e v e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  s o l u -
t i o n s  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  s t u d e n t s  
h a v e  f a c e d  i n  r e c e i v i n g  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  
i n  a  t i m e l y  m a n n e r  a n d  c o m -
m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  A i d  
O f f i c e .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  p u r p o s e  i s  
t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  s y s t e m  
s o  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  n o t  f a c e  t h e  s a m e  
p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  a n d  s o  o t h e r  
p r o b l e m s  m a y  b e  a v o i d e d .  I n  i t s  e f -
f o r t s ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  r e c e i v e d  
s u b s t a n t i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  s u p p o r t  
f r o m  t h e  l a w  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s -
t r a t i o n .  
O n  D e c e m b e r  3 ,  1 9 8 6 ,  r e p r e s e n -
t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  A i d  C o m -
m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  L a w  S t u d e n t s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  D e a n  E r n -
s t o f f ,  m e t  w i t h  R e v .  J o s e p h  R .  F a -
h e y ,  S . J . ,  D e a n  o f  A c a d e m i c s  a n d  
F a c u l t i e s ,  B o s t o n  C o l l e g e ,  a n d  h i s  
a s s i s t a n t  M r .  R o b e r t  N e w t o n ,  t o  
d i s c u s s  s o m e  o f  t h e  c o n c e r n s  a n d  
p r o b l e m s  l a w  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  f a c e d  
r e g a r d i n g  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  a n d  t o  s e t  
u p  a  p r o c e s s  b y  w h i c h  t o  i m p r o v e  
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  s y s t e m .  R e v .  F a -
h e y  a n d  M r .  N e w t o n  l i s t e n e d  t o  o u r  
c o n c e r n s  a n d  a g r e e d  t o  c o n d u c t  a  
s e r i e s  o f  m e e t i n g s  d u r i n g  t h e  
s p r i n g  s e m e s t e r ,  w h i c h  M r .  N e w -
t o n  w o u l d  c h a i r  a n d  w h i c h  w o u l d  
i n c l u d e  D e a n  E r n s t o f f ,  a s  a  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  l a w  s c h o o l  a d -
m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a n d  e i t h e r  a  m e m b e r  
o f  t h e  L S A  o r  F i n a n c i a l  A i d  C o m -
m i t t e e ,  a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  
M a c D a n i e l  
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1  
B e s i d e s  h i s  t a x  e x p e r t i s e ,  M a c -
D a n i e l  w a s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  m a n y  
f a c u l t y  c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  c h a i r e d  t h e  
E d u c a t i o n a l  P o l i c y  C o m m i t t e e  
w h e n  i t  d e c i d e d  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  f i r s t  
y e a r  c u r r i c u l u m  b y  a d d i n g  I L P R  
a n d  L e g a l  P r o c e s s .  P r o f e s s o r  
H o u g h t e l i n g ,  a n o t h e r  l o n g - t i m e  
f a c u l t y  m e m b e r ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  
M a c D a n i e l ' s  e n e r g y  a n d  p r e s t i g e  
t h a t  p r o v i d e d  t h e  i m p e t u s  f o r  t h e  
c h a n g e  a f t e r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  h a d  
b e e n  u n s u r e  o f  a  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t a k e .  
H o u g h t e l i n g  a d d e d  t h a t  M a c -
D a n i e l ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  w a s  l o o k e d  t o  
f o r  m a n y  m a t t e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  l a w  
s c h o o l . .  
F a t h e r  N i c h o l s o n ,  a n o t h e r  v e t e -
r a n  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  
M a c D a n i e l  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  
s t r e n g t h s  o f  t h e  l a w  s c h o o l  a n d  w a s  
v e r y  c o l l e g i a l  w i t h  t h e  w h o l e  
l a w  s t u d e n t  b o d y ;  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
t h e  m e e t i n g s  b e i n g  t o  e x a m i n e  t o  
,  g r a d u a t e  f i n a n c i a l  i r i d  s y s t e m  a n d  
p r o p o s e  s o l u t i o n s  a n d  i m p r o v e -
m e n t s  w h e r e  n e e d  b e .  
C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  F i n a r . c i a l  A i d  
C o m m i t t e e  i s  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h o s e '  
m e e t i n g s .  I t  i s  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  i n -
t e n t i o n  t o  s e n d  o u r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
t o  t h e  m e e t i n g s  a s  w e l l  i n f o r m e d  a s  
p o s s i b l e  o n  t h e  p r o b l e m s  a n d  c o m -
p l a i n t s  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  a b o u t  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  a i d  s y s t e m ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
p o t e n t i a l  s o l u t i o n s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  
t h e  f e w  w e e k s  a h e a d ,  t h e  c o m m i t -
t e e  w i l l  n e e d  t o  s o l i c i t  y o u r  c o n -
c e r n s  a n d  i d e a s .  
T h e  F i n a n c i a l  A i d  C o m m i t t e e  i s  
C O J : ! l p o s e d  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  
f a c u l t y .  
M a c D a n i e l ' s  c a r e e r  h a s  a l s o  i n -
v o l v e d  h i m  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e a .  H e  
c a m e  t o  B C  a f t e r  w o r k i n g  f o r  S e -
n a t o r  A l b e r t  G o r e  o f  T e n n e s s e e .  
D u r i n g  T e d  K e n n e d y ' s  p r e s i d e n t i a l  
r u n  i n  1 9 8 0 ,  M a c D a n i e l  s e r v e d  a s  
h i s  a d v i s o r  o n  t a x  p o l i c y .  M a c -
D a n i e l  a l s o  h e a d e d  t h e  p r o b e  o f  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e  f o r  f o r m -
e r  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  B e l l o t t i .  
A l t h o u g h  M a c D a n i e l  i s  t h e  t h i r d  
n a t i o n a l l y  p r o m i n e n t  p r o f e s s o r  t o  
b e  l o s t  b y  B C ,  D e a n  C o q u i l l e t t e  
d o e s  n o t  s e e  a n y  c a u s e  f o r  c o n c e r n .  
L a s t  y e a r ,  P r o f .  W i l l i e r  d i e d  a n d  
P r o f .  G l e n d o n ·  w e n t  t o  t e a c h  a t  
H a r v a r d .  T h e  D e a n  s t a t e d  t h a t  
n o n e  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  h a v e  l e f t  b e -
c a u s e  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  B C .  
H e  a d d e d  t h a t  t h i s  y e a r ,  f a c u l t y  
m e m b b e r s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  o f f e r s  
f r o m  H a r v a r d ,  N Y U ,  C h i c a g o  a n d  
T e x a s ,  w h i c h  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  b e s t  
e n d o w e d  l a w  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  t h e  
p r o f e s s o r s  h a v e  c h o s e n  t o  r e m a i n  
a t  B C .  T h e  D e a n ,  t h o u g h ,  w o u l d  
R E V I E W -
. .  R e v i e w  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  J O S E P H S O N / K L U W E R  
l a w  s w n m a r i e s  a n d  o u t l i n e s  . . .  
R E S E A R C H ·  
R e s e a r c h  t h e  " T e s t e d  &  P r o v e n "  m e t h o d o l g y  
a n d  " P r o g r a m  L e a r n i n g  S y s t e m "  ( P I . S )  
C O M P A R E  
w h o  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s e e i n g  s t u -
d e n t  s e r v i c e s  i m p r o v e  a t  B o s t o n  
C o l l e g e  L a w  S c h o o l .  T h e s e  s t u -
d e n t s  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b o t h  s e e k -
i n g  s h o r t  t e r m  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t h a t  
a l l  o f  u s  m a y  e n j o y  d u r i n g  o u r  
y e a r s  i n  l a w  s c h o o l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  l a y -
i n g  t h e  g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  l o n g  t e r m  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  a t  t h e  l a w  s c h o o l  
t h a t  f u t u r e  s t u d e n t s  m a y  e n j o y .  
T h e  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  w o u l d  
w e l c o m e  y o u r  c o m m e n t s  a n d  s u g -
g e s t i o n s  a n d  w o u l d  b e  d e l i g h t P d  t o  
h e a r  f r o m  e a c h  o f  y o u .  M e e t i n g s  o f  
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a r e  o p e n  t o  t h e  l a w  
s t u d e n t  b o d y ,  f a c u l t y ,  a n d  a d -
m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a n d  m e e t i n g  t i m e  a n d  
p l a c e  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  
C o u n s e l o r .  
T h x  P r o f e s s o r  P a u l  M a c D a n i e l .  
l i k e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h r e e  e n d o w e d  
f a c u l t y  c h a i r s  a t  B C  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  
s u p p o r t  t o p  f a c u l t y  n e e d .  
A l l  t h e  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s  i n t e r -
v i e w e d  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  
M a c D a n i e l  w o u l d  r e t u r n  t o  B C  i n  
t h e  f u t u r e .  
. C o m p a r e  t h i s  p e r t i n e n t  i n f o n n a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  B a r  R e v i e w  C o u r s e s . _  . .  
T H E N  D E C I D E  
J O S E P H S O N I K L U W E R  r e c o m m e n d s  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  s h o u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n  
facts~ .  .  n o t  h e a r s a y ,  s a l e s  g i m m i c k s ,  p e e r  p r e s s u r e  o r  s u b j e c t i v e  ' d a t a .  
D r a w  y o u r  o w n  c o n c l u s i o n s . !  
O n o o  y o u  h a v e  d e c i d e d  J O S E P H S O N I K L U W E R  i s  " t h e "  b a r  r e v i e w  
o o u r s e  f o r  Y O U ,  w h y  n o t  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  o u r  L o w  $ 5 0 . 0 0  
D o w n p a y m e n t ,  " F R E E Z E "  y o u r  p r i r e  ~d " C H O O S E "  t o  r e c e i v e  
a l l  y o u r  p r e o o u r s e  v o l u m e s  A T  N O  E X T R A  C O S T ! !  " T h a t ' s  R i g h t ! "  
J O S E P H S O N I K L U W E R  d o e s  N O T  r e q u i r e _a d d i t i o n a l  m o n i e s  f o r  a d -
v a n r e  p r e o o u r s e  m a t e r i a l s .  .  .  B e c a u s e  J O S E P H S O N I K L U W E R  
t r u s t s  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  t o  e n r o l l  w a s  b a s e d  o n  L O G I C  A N D  N O T  A  
W I D M ! !  
S E E  A  C A M P U S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  T O D A Y  O R  C A L L  U S  . . .  
J O I I P H I O N M  l l l i J V I I I  
L E G A L  E D U C A T I O N A L  C E N T E R S  
6 7 7  B e a c o n  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  2 0  l  
B o s t o n ,  M A  0 2 2 1 5  
( 6 1 7 )  2 6 7 - 5 4 5 2  o r  ( 8 0 0 )  4 2 1 - 4 5 7 7  
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Movie Review 
I -
Platoon: Capturing the Vietnam War From 
Ground Level 
All edger 
Valentine Special 
Want to send a 
personal to a friend, ; 
a dean, your 
mother? 
HyLRM 
The Vietnam movies of the 
past have been message-laden ep-
ics, albeit with surprisingly good 
results. Platoon takes an entirely 
different tack by showing the war 
through the passionless eye of a 
newsclip lens and leaving , the 
moralizing to the viewer. This 
striking technique give the film 
both its strongest and weakest 
points. 
Vietnam veteran and director 
Oliver Stone imbues his film with 
a brutal honesty that, according to 
enthusiastic testimonials of other 
veterans, realistically captures the 
war from ground level. Stone re-
fuses to make grand judgments be-
cause his characters are not in a 
position to do so. They do not 
wonder why they are in Vietnam so 
much as whether they are going to 
get out quickly, in as close to one 
piece as possible. Of course, even 
such pragmatic considerations 
Stacey Speaks 
continued from' page 2 
is that only those students who 
take part in Bar Review will be 
paying for it, which may require 
paying a fee for a membership card 
or something similar. 
First and second year students 
are encouraged to join the commit-
tee and inject your ideas, because 
the rest of us will have to hang out 
in real bars next year and will be 
unable to assist you. 
FINANCIAL AID. Not much to 
report here since tlie break. Mark 
Longietti, Colwell Whitney, and 
the..other members of the Financial 
Aid Committee put in a lot of work 
on this before finals. 
After persistent letter-writing by 
Mr. Whitney, Father Fahey (Aca-
demic Vice-President) finally grant-
ed an audience to Mark, Dean 
Ernstoff and myself to discuss the 
problems we've had with financial 
aid this year. 
We met during the study period 
and communicated to Fr. Fahey 
that our problems last semester 
were not the results of the over-
active legal minds on the fritz. He 
has agreed to set up a committee 
(yes, another committee) to exa-
mine the entire financial aid 
process from start to finish. 
This committee will meet in the 
next few weeks and we are hopeful 
it will have a lasting effect on the 
entire financial aid system. In-
terested students are encouraged 
to -contact Mark Longietti for 
updates. 
GRADUATION. Tic toe tic 
toe ___ Just a few short months to 
go. As for a speaker, we were po-
litelY burned by Burger and have 
moved on to others in the field. 
Mario Cuomo and Lee Iacocca are 
keeping us on our toes (although by 
the time this goes to print, that 
may not be the case). 
The problem here is protocol. We 
actually have to be polite and wrut 
for a response before we invite the -
next designated luminary. What a 
silly idea. Fear not, however, be-
cause I believe that my Vice-
President will be willing to spew 
forth a few words of wisdom for us 
if all else fails. 
We have reserved a night at the 
Great Hall at Faneuil Hall for our 
graduation party. This is planned 
-for Friday, May 22nd, so you Third 
Years out there better stake out a 
parking spot now to ensure a 
sntooth last gasp bash. 
The Great Hall was the locale 
three years ago and comes highly 
recommended by our predecessors. 
Of course, Castle Hill in Ipswich 
and the Copley Plaza also came 
take place with full awareness of 
the small role these men play in the 
war's grand scheme, and are more 
or less limited to getting from one 
day to the next. 
As the film unfolds, however, its 
almost utter lack of perspective 
can seem somewhat unfulfilling. In 
fact, the development of a plot, 
whose resolution might come dan-
gerously close to a message, is pret-
ty much precluded. various shapes 
·emerge: a fresh volunteer (Charlie 
Sheen) sees battle, gets wounded, 
takes part in brutalizing a peasant 
village, and emerges as tough and 
hardened as his cynical colleagues; 
two platoon sergeants, William Da-
foe and Tom Berenger, engage in 
an almost spiritual battle between 
honor and mad brutality for their 
men's souls. But these are shapes 
only, incidental and almost irrele-
vant to the day-to-day life of a 
group of men thrust into almost in-
tolerable surroundings. _ 
highly recommended (Classes '85 
and '86 celebrated at these places), 
but we figured that it will be bet-
ter if we don't have parties in three 
different places at once. Enough 
said. 
Currently at work on all this are 
the graduating members of the 
LSA Executive Board (Larry 
Goanos, Trish J ansak, Eddy Costo 
in absentia, and myself) and the 
Graduation Committee, which is 
headed by Josephine MeN eil and 
consists of Janet Bobit, Robin 
Johnson and Mike Uhlarik. V olun-
teers are encouraged to volunteer! 
3RD YEAR REP. By now, hope-
fully, we have someone to fill the 
big shoes of departing Rep. Eddy 
Cosio. He knew Miami wasn't up 
to winning the national champion-
ship this year, so he transferred to 
warmer climes for a semester to 
avoid congratulating any Nittany 
Lion alums in person. He will be 
back, albeit a darker shade, for 
graduation. 
RED SOX TIX. Last, but most 
important ... When I look back on 
my three years as an LSA-type per-
son, I want to be able to say, "I 
helped make sure my schoolmates 
were able to attend three straight 
sunny Opening Days at Fenway 
Park and obtain sufficient sun-
burns to carry them through 
finals." 
Alas, the streak is broken. Due 
to the entirely unforeseen pennant-
winning season of the past year, 
there are now other pepple pesides 
me who wanted to buy tickets for 
Opening Day. The reactionary Red 
Sox ticket office limited group 
sales to 10 tickets for this year's 
Opener. Egad! 
As a result, I am afraid my fel-
low fans will have to suffer through 
a day in the bleachers at the second 
game of the season. Not only that, 
but it is on a Saturday, which me-
ans (you guessed it!) that no class-
es can be skipped as an 
unfortunate consequence forthwith 
and therefore. 
I believe that the ballgame is on 
Aprilllth, against the Bluejays at 
1:05 p.m. Tickets will be on sale on 
some unknown date, so keep an eye 
on those bulletin boards. Sox fans 
who are willing to join the new "I 
Hate the Mets" extension of the 
old "I Hate the New York 
Yankees" club should speak to 
Professor Donovan, who will be 
chairing the LSA Committee 
thereon . .. 
Further ramblings will have to 
await future articles. Thank you 
for skipping this far into the 
article. 
Still, Platoon's realism is not op-
pressive. The scenery is at times 
stunningly beautiful, and Stone 
peoples his group with a wide ar-
ray of believable personalities, 
some central, some peripheral. He 
shows some truly terrifying epi-
sodes which evoke a strong au-
dience reaction, but refuses to pass judgement himself. There is no 
tragic madness of the good old boy 
turned war criminal; in these cases, -
it is almost as though the soldiers 
feel that brutality is what is ex-
pected of them and they will go 
along so long as it is theirs not to 
reason why. 
Ultimately, Platoon stands or 
falls by its refusal to take sides or 
to give answers. This quality lends 
an almost queasy feeling that no 
one is in control here. At the same 
time, the care with which Stone as-
sembles his materials into a per-
fect, miniature model of the war is 
well worth seeing. * * * 
Dolt in the 
Alledger for the 
February 13th 
issue. 
Drop your note off 
with an Alledger 
staff member in the 
caf. for a dollar. 
1 ~ _ (25 word limit) 
. 
ABA Announces Activities 
Happy New Year and welcome 
back to school! Despite the long si-
lence due to exams and winter 
break, the Steering Committee has 
been busy plann'ing activities this 
semester for all students at BC. We 
knew that everyone would be bored 
this spring with no work to keep 
them busy. The following is a list 
of activities to keep your eyes open 
for. Most are open to all students, 
not just ABA members. We wel-
come new members at anytime. 
For $10, it's the best bargain in 
town! 
• VITA-Volunteer Tax As-
sistance Program-Help people in 
the community fill our their income 
tax forms 2-3 hours a week from 
February to April. For more infor-
mation, see the ABA bulletin 
board. 
• Summer Programs-Spend the 
summer studying in London, Paris, 
Hong Kong, or Tokyo. Information 
on the various programs available 
in Dean Ernst.off's office. 
• Sports Law-The Third Annu-
al Sports Law Conference will be 
held February 11 in Merrimack, 
NH. See the ABA board for more 
information and registration 
forma. 
• Research-The Individual 
Rights and Responsibilities Sec-
tion needs students to help 
research Post Conviction Death 
Penalty Law. For more info, write: 
Dick Donahue, 52 Belmont Ave., 
Lowell, MA 01852. 
• Party-There will be a party 
for the whole student body spon-
sored by the ABA-LSA in early 
February. Volunteers needed. See 
Mihea Kim. 
• Membership-The ABA mem-
bership table will resume 2 days a 
week in the cafeteria. Sign up for 
times on the LSA-ABA door. 
• Interest Groups-Sections will 
be getting underway this spring. 
Anyone with ideas, see Jack Sylvia 
or Andrea Brantner. 
We're looking forward to an ac-
tive spring. There will be a meeting 
soon and we welcome new mem-
bers and ideas. 
Dicta continued from page 2 
grades arrived. I guess it's a 
measure of how good a school 
you go to; the longer the wait the 
better. Imagine what Harvard 
students have to endure. 
Then, I remembered the size of 
the law school bluebooks. They 
are each three or four lines longer 
than the ones I used at college. 
And since we were generally 
asked to skip a line as we wrote, 
the numb_er of pages professors 
have to read must be more than 
double what our undergraduate 
mentors suffered through. Just 
imagine, professors having to 
read all that pulp and not earn-
ing a penny of overtime. 
The worst I could imagine 
would be what my father called 
cee, vee, double yous. That was 
his pronounciation of SVWS-
Summer Vacation Withdrawal 
Syndrome. Deep in the heart of 
winter, statistically tha farthest 
removed from the annual sum-
mer vacation, professors find 
themselves bogged down by stu-
dent's scribblings. Images of 
playing tennis at the club or sail-
ing to Fire Island for an over-
night flash before their eyes. 
These memories cause mental 
paralysis for even the most 
hearty intellects. And the exams 
stand like an immovable psycho-
logical mountrun. 
And yet, some students have 
reported a few professors were 
unaffected. One class .found their 
exams graded with comments 
the first week back from school. 
And as I write, an exam and 
paper were returned to me just 
this week. It's a miracle really. 
But if you stop to reflect on the " 
magnitude of the problem, you 
begin to appreciate waiting a lit-
tle longer. It's all in the numbers. 
See, if you have 130 students 
in a section and each one writes 
three full bluebooks, that's 
roughly 3,120 handwritten 
pages. (For those of you keeping 
score at home, that's 390 blue-
books times 8 pages per book.) 
So, giving your prof two weeks 
off for Christmas and assuming 
they work 20 hours a week grad-
ing papers, you can make the fol-
lowing calculations. 
If you get your grades back the 
end of January, your teach spent 
about 39 seconds reading and 
grading each of your hurriedly 
scribbled pages. And for each 
week they keep the exams, you 
can figure they look at each page 
for another 9.4 seconds. 
Maybe waiting -a few extra 
weeks isn't so bad after all. Then 
again, maybe it is. 
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GNeW 
LOCATIONS 
SMH is pleased to announce that it is bringing its 
twenty-three years of bar review experience closer to your 
home. In association with Stanley H. Kaplan Educational 
Centers Ltd., SMH will now be offering its bar review 
program at the (ollowing locations: 
NEW YORK 
Albany Bardonia Binghamton Brooklyn Flushing 
Garden City Huntington Station Ithaca Liverpool 
Manhattan Rochester Staten Island Tonawanda 
White Plains 
_ _ __ NE_ W_jERSEY 
Camden East Brunswick Florham Park Hackensack 
Newark 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allentown Melrose Park Philadelphia Pittsburgh 
State College 
LIVE- NEW YORK IN MANHATTAN- SUMMER '87 
For more information, please call: 
(617) 666·B700 • (BOO) 343-91BB • (BOO) 453·2266 (within MA) 
BAR REVIEW 
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With BAA/BAI 
• ear1n 
• IS 
• e 
e leVIn 
Every year, thousands of BAR/BRI students rave about the 
quality of BAR/SRI's lecturers. BAR/SRI's lecturers are 
experts on the law, experts on the bar exam and experts on 
lecturing. 
"I had no idea the course was this good," is a typical 
comment. Now, for the first time, you can find out for yourself 
just how good the BAR/BRI lecturers are. 
For your own 'free audibtape sampling of the BAR/BRI 
course, ask your student representative, stop by our display 
table or write to BAR/BRI directly. In return, you'll get an earful. 
THE NATION'S LARGEST AND MOST PERSONALIZED BAR REVIEW 
415 Seventh Avenue, Suite 62 
New York, New York 1 0001 
212/594-3696 201 /623-3363 
160 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, Massachussetts 02116 
617/437-1171 © 1986 
BAR/BRI 
